Historically, hemolytic activity in tube tests was regarded as the sine qua non in the differentiation of El Tor from classical cholera vibrios. However, in the recent outbreaks of cholera in Southeast Asia, many strains of agglutinable vibrios have been isolated which share a large number of properties ascribed to El Tor vibrios (and not the classical variety), but which lack hemolytic activity. These are now generally regarded as nonhemolytic El Tor vibrios, although there is some disagreement as to how they should properly be classified. J. C. Feeley (J. Bacteriol. 89:665, 1965) (0) and translucent (T), were selected from eight strains for testing of hemolytic activity. Each of the paired substrains gave characteristic reactions on 5 % sheep blood-agar, the translucent variety producing zones of hemolysis around isolated colonies, whereas the opaque forms manifested only hemodigestive action in crowded areas of the plates. With the exception of the isolated translucent variants, 17 of the 21 strains were nonhemolytic when received by us. Thus, it appears most likely that the translucent hemolytic variant arises in an initially nonhemolytic opaque population. This was subsequently borne out when cultures freshly isolated by the author in an El Tor Inaba outbreak in Korat, Thailand, were examined. All of the strains were of the opaque type and were nonhemolytic when first tested, but subsequently translucent hemolytic variants could be isolated from laboratorymaintained cultures. Testing of other cholera strains on blood-agar revealed that classical varieties were either totally nonhemolytic or produced hemodigestion in crowded areas, whereas El Tor strains from various sources ranged from markedly hemolytic, more so than the variants noted above, to nonhemolytic, usually with hemodigestion.
The paired substrains were also tested for hemolytic activity in Brain Heart Infusion broth and in Heart Infusion by t.ibe dilution, as recommended by J. C. Feeley and M. Pittman (Bull. World Health Organ. 28:347, 1963) . In the former medium, the opaque types were not hemolytic, whereas the translucent types exhibited some hemolytic activity at 24 hr, usually not complete and usually with a prozone of no activity; the translucent types were not hemolytic when 48 
